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Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2026-27

	Date this summary was published
	Sep 2026

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	Sep 2027

	Name of the school music lead
	Julia Saint

	Name of local music hub 
	Dorset Music Service



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Music is delivered in half-termly blocks by class teachers. Within each half term, our teachers deliver a 6-week block of high-quality music education with each class from Reception – Year 6. Each lesson is timetabled for 45 minutes, every week. In these lessons, teachers use Charanga’s configurable music teaching and learning platform to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum. 
In addition to a weekly music lesson, children are also taught to sing by a music specialist in collective worship, increasing their 45-minute curriculum lesson to 1-hour. Children are routinely taught new songs within their class, rehearsing and refining their performance skills and applying their knowledge of the musical dimensions.
Children learn an increasing range of musical knowledge and skills, including exploring how music is created, playing a variety of tuned and untuned instruments, musical structure and notation, and how to sing and compose music. They are also introduced to a range of musical genres and composers. 
In Year 4 or 5, pupils enjoy a 6-week block of recorder tuition by a music specialist. They learn the parts of a recorder, how to play it effectively, blowing techniques and finger placement, and then perform what they have learnt to the school and their parents at the end of the unit. 
More information about the content of each year group’s music curriculum can be found in our Curriculum Maps in our Music Policy.   


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Extra-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	We offer many opportunities for pupils to make additional progress in music beyond the core curriculum. 
One-to-one and small-group tuition is available in the school day for vocals, strings, wind, brass and drums, from year 2 upwards, each by visiting peripatetic music teachers. Pupils have the opportunity to work towards accredited grade awards and then to move onto exams. These lessons are paid for by parents. The school may subsidise these lessons for families with pupil premium eligibility. 19% of Y2-6 pupils took up this offer last year.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	All pupils participate in collective worship where we sing a range of different hymns in multiple parts and various arrangements. At the end of the Autumn Term, pupils in Y4-6 perform a Carol Concert for parents, where vocal pupils also perform ensembles and solos. Children in R-year 3 rehearse and perform a Nativity play for their parents to attend. We also go carol singing with our local independent school in our local community and visit care homes to do the same.
Each class performs in a class assembly once a term, which includes singing and instrumental playing from one of the units they have been completing in class. Year 4/5 pupils also take part in an Academy wide singing concert; iSingPop. In preparation for this, a visiting vocal coach works with the children for a day, rehearsing and refining their performance and then they join in with groups of children from every other academy school to perform their songs in Salisbury Cathedral. 
At the end of the school year, all pupils rehearse and refine their performance skills before taking part in our end of year play, including a range of different styles of songs. We also hold a Music Celebration Assembly for the whole school and families, to showcase the talents of any child receiving music tuition in or outside of school. Our aim is to not only provide an opportunity for our children to perform in front of an audience but also to encourage other children to take up the offer of instrumental or vocal lessons available with our peripatetic staff. 
The Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra provide opportunities to children to see live classical music that they may not choose, or be able to afford to see at any other time. These interactive concerts are designed with KS2 students in mind and are presented by award-winning composers and conductors. When tickets are available, we take our year 4/5 class to the concert Hall at Poole Lighthouse to take part in these concerts.
As part of our Blandford Schools’ Network, we also plan opportunities for children to sing together in formal concerts and less formal occasions such as town yuletide festivals.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	As part of our continuous review process, we look for ways to develop musical opportunities and deepen musical understanding and skills. 

In the academic year 26-27, we are aiming to use the Charanga Scheme-builder tool to create a bespoke curriculum for our school, informed by the Model Music Curriculum. This will create a unique pathway for our school by combining all Charanga resources available to us into a curriculum which is both progressive within each year group and from year to year. This should also provide different outcomes for both year groups within our mixed age classes.
We recognise that the resources provided by Charanga do not provide children with a well-balanced range of style and genre of music from different time periods. Therefore, we will introduce Music of the Month in our collective worship, where we aim to introduce composers and artists from different time periods and from a range of different musical styles and genres.  This may include watching recorded performances by live orchestras from around the world. We will also supplement our music provision using Sparkyard, an online library of liturgical and secular music with words on screen for children to follow.
We will also approach our neighbouring independent schools and peripatetic teachers to plan for some of their music students to come and perform for us both as an opportunity to enjoy and appraise live music but also to try and increase the take up of instrumental tuition. 
We have identified that there is a need for us to look at our children experiencing diversity - music, musicians, instruments from other countries and cultures. We plan to do this through having a musician of the month which varies artists and musicians and gives children opportunities to reflect and relate to themselves.  



Further information
	The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school. 
Further information can be found from our Dorset Music Hub.



9
image1.jpeg




